
Cheltenham High School Summer Reading Program 2020-2021 
 
Dear Students, 
 
The teachers of the Cheltenham High School English Department want you to love reading books that offer meaning, offer diverse 
viewpoints, and offer the breadth and scope of humanity. Given how we ended the year in a remote learning setting, we suggest you use 
the book lists below as a way to dive into reading over the summer. Below you’ll find graphic novels, fiction and nonfiction, and a special 
Teachers’ Picks List. These selections offer rich ideas about identity, the world, and how we interact with each other.  
 
Please use this list to broaden your minds as readers, thinkers, and young people in the world.  
 
Additionally, check out this link to access online books and other resources the Joseph R. Rodgers Culture & Resource Center offers.  This 
link provides a collection of short video tutorials that will provide you an introduction on how to access the many eBooks, audiobooks, 
streaming video, and research tools that are available to you through CHS and also the township library system.  If you have any access 
issues, please connect with Mr. Cook, tcook@cheltenham.org. 
 
Each of the books below has a link for digital access, where available.  The links will be updated as more resources are added. 
 
There will be no formal test on the books; however, please see the chart below if you’re taking AP Language and Composition, 
taking AP Language and Literature, or you are an incoming senior. 
 
Happy reading.  
 
The CHS English Department 
 

STUDENTS ENROLLED IN 11TH GRADE AP 
LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION AND 12TH GRADE 

LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION  

INCOMING SENIORS  

Please visit the Guidance Page on the Cheltenham High School 
homepage for course-specific summer reading and summer work. 

Please come to the start of the year with a draft of your 
college/career essay. Click here to access the link to the remote 
learning plan you worked on at the end of this year if you need to 
edit or revise your piece.  

  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xkq20NdS7WWQ9PkG_jNydW8R1McjXGtl
mailto:tcook@cheltenham.org
https://www.cheltenham.org/Page/2663
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ksLt_3oCMOQGbblzoWGYfKoMiFEGiJhoS7hmkSKEw0E/edit


Graphic Novels 
 

I Am Alfonso Jones (Tony Media, John Jennings, and Stacey Robinson) 
Digital Availability: 
 
Named to the 2018 Top Ten Great Graphic Novels for Teens list (Young Adult Library Services Association) and the New York 
Public Library's list of Best Books for Teens. 
 
Alfonso Jones can't wait to play the role of Hamlet in his school's hip-hop rendition of the classic Shakespearean play. He also wants to 
let his best friend, Danetta, know how he really feels about her. But as he is buying his first suit, an off-duty police officer mistakes a 
clothes hanger for a gun, and he shoots Alfonso. 

When Alfonso wakes up in the afterlife, he's on a ghost train guided by well-known victims of police shootings, who teach him what he 
needs to know about this subterranean spiritual world. Meanwhile, Alfonso's family and friends struggle with their grief and seek justice 
for Alfonso in the streets. As they confront their new realities, both Alfonso and those he loves realize the work that lies ahead in the 
fight for justice. 

In the first graphic novel for young readers to focus on police brutality and the Black Lives Matter movement, as in Hamlet, the dead 
shall speak--and the living yield even more surprises. 

Featuring a foreword by Bryan Stevenson, Executive Director of the Equal Justice Initiative and author of Just Mercy. 
 

 

Illegal (Eoin Colfer and Andrew Donkin) 
Digital Availability: 
 
A powerfully moving graphic novel that explores the current plight of undocumented immigrants from New York Times 
bestselling author Eoin Colfer and the team behind the Artemis Fowl graphic novels 
Ebo is alone. His brother, Kwame, has disappeared, and Ebo knows it can only be to attempt the hazardous journey to Europe, and a 
better life―the same journey their sister set out on months ago. 

But Ebo refuses to be left behind in Ghana. He sets out after Kwame and joins him on the quest to reach Europe. Ebo's epic journey 
takes him across the Sahara Desert to the dangerous streets of Tripoli, and finally out to the merciless sea. But with every step he 
holds on to his hope for a new life, and a reunion with his family. 

A poignant tale perfect for learning about immigration and current global issues. 



 

Nimona (Noelle Stevenson) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook  
 
Nimona is the New York Times bestselling graphic novel sensation from Noelle Stevenson, based on her beloved and 
critically acclaimed web comic. Kirkus says, “If you’re going to read one graphic novel this year, make it this one.” 

Nemeses! Dragons! Science! Symbolism! All these and more await in this brilliantly subversive, sharply irreverent epic from Noelle 
Stevenson. Featuring an exclusive epilogue not seen in the web comic, along with bonus conceptual sketches and revised pages 
throughout, this gorgeous full-color graphic novel has been hailed by critics and fans alike as the arrival of a “superstar” talent 
(NPR.org). 

Nimona is an impulsive young shapeshifter with a knack for villainy. Lord Ballister Blackheart is a villain with a vendetta. As sidekick 
and supervillain, Nimona and Lord Blackheart are about to wreak some serious havoc. Their mission: prove to the kingdom that Sir 
Ambrosius Goldenloin and his buddies at the Institution of Law Enforcement and Heroics aren't the heroes everyone thinks they are. 

But as small acts of mischief escalate into a vicious battle, Lord Blackheart realizes that Nimona's powers are as murky and mysterious 
as her past. And her unpredictable wild side might be more dangerous than he is willing to admit. 

 

Paper Girls (Brian K. Vaughan) 
Digital Availability: 
 
From Brian K. Vaughan, #1 New York Times bestselling writer of SAGA, and Cliff Chiang, legendary artist of WONDER WOMAN, 
comes the first volume of an all-new ongoing adventure. 
 
In the early hours after Halloween of 1988, four 12-year-old newspaper delivery girls uncover the most important story of all time. 
Suburban drama and otherworldly mysteries collide in this smash-hit series about nostalgia, first jobs, and the last days of childhood. 

 

Spill Zone (Scott Westerfeld and Alex Puvilland (Illustrator) 
Digital Availability: 
 
Do you dare enter the Spill Zone? The first volume of this dystopian graphic novel duology by science fiction visionary Scott 
Westerfeld and artist Alex Puvilland is now in paperback! 

Three years ago an event destroyed the small city of Poughkeepsie, forever changing reality within its borders. Uncanny manifestations 
and lethal dangers now await anyone who enters the Spill Zone. 

The Spill claimed Addison’s parents and scarred her little sister, Lexa, who hasn’t spoken since. Addison provides for her sister by 
photographing the Zone's twisted attractions on illicit midnight rides. Art collectors pay top dollar for these bizarre images, but getting 
close enough for the perfect shot can mean death―or worse. 

https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/search?query=Nimona


When an eccentric collector makes a million-dollar offer, Addison breaks her own hard-learned rules of survival and ventures farther 
than she has ever dared. Within the Spill Zone, Hell awaits―and it seems to be calling Addison's name. 

 

This One Summer (Mariko Tamaki) 
Digital Availability: 
 
Every summer, Rose goes with her mom and dad to a lake house in Awago Beach. It's their getaway, their refuge. Rosie's friend Windy 
is always there, too, like the little sister she never had. But this summer is different. Rose's mom and dad won't stop fighting, and when 
Rose and Windy seek a distraction from the drama, they find themselves with a whole new set of problems. One of the local teens - just 
a couple of years older than Rose and Windy - is caught up in something bad... Something life threatening. 
 
It's a summer of secrets, and sorrow, and growing up, and it's a good thing Rose and Windy have each other. 
 
This One Summer is a tremendously exciting new teen graphic novel from two creators with true literary clout. Cousins Mariko and 
Jillian Tamaki, the team behind Skim, have collaborated on this gorgeous, heartbreaking, and ultimately hopeful story about a girl on 
the cusp of childhood - a story of renewal and revelation. 

 
 
 
Fiction and Nonfiction Selections 

 

Akata Witch (Nnedi Okorafor) 
Digital Availability: 
Tales2Go AudioBook 
OverDrive eBook 
 
Affectionately dubbed "the Nigerian Harry Potter," Akata Witch weaves together a heart-pounding tale of magic, mystery, and 
finding one's place in the world. Perfect for fans of Children of Blood and Bone! 
 
Sunny Nwazue lives in Nigeria, but she was born in New York City. Her features are West African, but she's albino. She's a terrific 
athlete, but can't go out into the sun to play soccer. There seems to be no place where she fits in. And then she discovers something 
amazing—she is a "free agent" with latent magical power. And she has a lot of catching up to do. 
 
Soon she's part of a quartet of magic students, studying the visible and invisible, learning to change reality. But as she’s finding her 
footing, Sunny and her friends are asked by the magical authorities to help track down a career criminal who knows magic, too. Will 
their training be enough to help them combat a threat whose powers greatly outnumber theirs? 
 
World Fantasy Award-winning author Nnedi Okorafor blends magic and adventure to create a lush world. Her writing has been called 
“stunning” by The New York Times and her fans include Neil Gaiman, Rick Riordan, John Green, Ursula K. Le Guin, and many more! 

https://www.tales2go.com/audiobook-desktop-player/audio-player.php?fid=9825
https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/media/3924585


 

All American Boys (Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook 
 
In this New York Times bestselling novel, two teens—one black, one white—grapple with the repercussions of a single violent act that 
leaves their school, their community, and, ultimately, the country bitterly divided by racial tension. 
 
A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner bodega. What he finds instead is a fist-happy cop, Paul 
Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s pleadings that he’s stolen nothing for belligerence, mistakes 
Rashad’s resistance to leave the bodega as resisting arrest, mistakes Rashad’s every flinch at every punch the cop throws as further 
resistance and refusal to STAY STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still when someone is pounding your face into the concrete 
pavement? 
 
There were witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity basketball player and Rashad’s classmate who has been raised by Paul since his own 
father died in Afghanistan—and a video camera. Soon the beating is all over the news and Paul is getting threatened with accusations 
of prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn refuses to believe that the man who has basically been his savior could possibly be guilty. But 
then Rashad is absent. And absent again. And again. And the basketball team—half of whom are Rashad’s best friends—start to take 
sides. As does the school. And the town. Simmering tensions threaten to explode as Rashad and Quinn are forced to face decisions 
and consequences they had never considered before. 
 

 

All the Light We Cannot See (Anthony Doerr) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook 
 
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, a New York Times Book Review Top Ten Book, National Book Award finalist, more than two and 
a half years on the New York Times bestseller list. 
 
From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony Doerr, the stunningly beautiful instant New York Times bestseller about a 
blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. 
 
Marie-Laure lives in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where her father works. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris 
and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by the 
sea. With them they carry what might be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. 
 
In a mining town in Germany, Werner Pfennig, an orphan, grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find that 
brings them news and stories from places they have never seen or imagined. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these 
crucial new instruments and is enlisted to use his talent to track down the resistance. Deftly interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure and 
Werner, Doerr illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one another. 

https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/media/2306309
https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/media/1395881


 

American Street (Ibi Zoboi) 
Digital Availability: 
 
American Street is an evocative and powerful coming-of-age story perfect for fans of Everything, Everything; Bone Gap; and All 
American Boys. 

In this stunning debut novel, Pushcart-nominated author Ibi Zoboi draws on her own experience as a young Haitian immigrant, infusing 
this lyrical exploration of America with magical realism and vodou culture. 

On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola Toussaint thought she would finally find une belle vie—a good life. 

But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Fabiola’s mother is detained by U.S. immigration, leaving Fabiola to navigate her loud 
American cousins, Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the grittiness of Detroit’s west side; a new school; and a surprising romance, all on 
her own. 

Just as she finds her footing in this strange new world, a dangerous proposition presents itself, and Fabiola soon realizes that freedom 
comes at a cost. Trapped at the crossroads of an impossible choice, will she pay the price for the American dream 
 

 

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe (Benjamin Alire Sáenz) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook 
 
This Printz Honor Book is a “tender, honest exploration of identity” (Publishers Weekly) that distills lyrical truths about family and 
friendship. 
 
Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual way of looking at the world. When the two 
meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in common. But as the loners start spending time together, they discover that 
they share a special friendship—the kind that changes lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is through this friendship that Ari and Dante will 
learn the most important truths about themselves and the kind of people they want to be. 

 

Atomic Habits: Tiny Changes, Remarkable Results (James Clear) 
Digital Availability: 
 
No matter your goals, Atomic Habits offers a proven framework for improving--every day. James Clear, one of the world's leading 
experts on habit formation, reveals practical strategies that will teach you exactly how to form good habits, break bad ones, and master 
the tiny behaviors that lead to remarkable results. 
 
If you're having trouble changing your habits, the problem isn't you. The problem is your system. Bad habits repeat themselves again 
and again not because you don't want to change, but because you have the wrong system for change. You do not rise to the level of 
your goals. You fall to the level of your systems. Here, you'll get a proven system that can take you to new heights. 

https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/search?query=Aristotle+and+Dante+Discover+the+Secrets+of+the+Universe


 

Children of Blood and Bone (Tomi Adeyemi) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook & AudioBook 
CHS Digital Collection 
 
They killed my mother. 

They took our magic. 

They tried to bury us. 

Now we rise. 

Zélie Adebola remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed with magic. Burners ignited flames, Tiders beckoned waves, and Zélie’s 
Reaper mother summoned forth souls. 

But everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the orders of a ruthless king, maji were killed, leaving Zélie without a 
mother and her people without hope. 

Now Zélie has one chance to bring back magic and strike against the monarchy. With the help of a rogue princess, Zélie must outwit 
and outrun the crown prince, who is hell-bent on eradicating magic for good. 

Danger lurks in Orïsha, where snow leoponaires prowl and vengeful spirits wait in the waters. Yet the greatest danger may be Zélie 
herself as she struggles to control her powers and her growing feelings for an enemy. 

 

Children of VIrtue and Vengeance (Tomi Adeyemi) 
Digital Availability: 
CHS Digital Collection 
 
After battling the impossible, Zélie and Amari have finally succeeded in bringing magic back to the land of Orïsha. But the ritual was 
more powerful than they could’ve imagined, reigniting the powers of not only the maji, but of nobles with magic ancestry, too. 

Now, Zélie struggles to unite the maji in an Orïsha where the enemy is just as powerful as they are. But when the monarchy and 
military unite to keep control of Orïsha, Zélie must fight to secure Amari's right to the throne and protect the new maji from the 
monarchy's hub wrath. 

With civil war looming on the horizon, Zélie finds herself at a breaking point: she must discover a way to bring the kingdom together or 
watch as Orïsha tears itself apart. 

Children of Virtue and Vengeance is the stunning sequel to Tomi Adeyemi's New York Times-bestselling debut Children of Blood and 
Bone, the first book in the Legacy of Orïsha trilogy. 

https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/search?query=Children+of+Blood+and+Bone
https://cheltenham.mackinvia.com/titles?page=1&limit=60&sort=11&keyword=Children%20of%20Blood%20and%20Bone
https://cheltenham.mackinvia.com/titles?page=1&limit=60&sort=11&keyword=Children%20of%20VIrtue%20and%20Vengeance


 

Hey Kiddo: How I Lost My Mother, Found My Father, and Dealt with Family Addiction (Jarrett Krosoczka) 
Digital Availability: 
Tales2Go Audiobook 
 
In kindergarten, Jarrett Krosoczka's teacher asks him to draw his family, with a mommy and a daddy. But Jarrett's family is much more 
complicated than that. His mom is an addict, in and out of rehab, and in and out of Jarrett's life. His father is a mystery -- Jarrett doesn't 
know where to find him, or even what his name is. Jarrett lives with his grandparents -- two very loud, very loving, very opinionated 
people who had thought they were through with raising children until Jarrett came along. 
 
Jarrett goes through his childhood trying to make his non-normal life as normal as possible, finding a way to express himself through 
drawing even as so little is being said to him about what's going on. Only as a teenager can Jarrett begin to piece together the truth of 
his family, reckoning with his mother and tracking down his father. 
 
Hey, Kiddo is a profoundly important memoir about growing up in a family grappling with addiction, and finding the art that helps you 
survive. 

 

How Long ‘Til Black Future Month (N. K. Jemison) 
Digital Availability: 
 
Spirits haunt the flooded streets of New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. In a parallel universe, a utopian society watches 
our world, trying to learn from our mistakes. A black mother in the Jim Crow South must save her daughter from a fey offering 
impossible promises. And in the Hugo award-nominated short story "The City Born Great," a young street kid fights to give birth to an 
old metropolis's soul. 

 

I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter (Erika Sanchez) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook & Audiobook 
 
Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move out of their parents’ house after high school graduation. 
Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon their family. 
  
But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga’s role. 
  
Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead and Julia left behind to reassemble the shattered pieces of 
her family. And no one seems to acknowledge that Julia is broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to channel her grief into pointing out 
every possible way Julia has failed. 
  
But it’s not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been as perfect as everyone thought. With the help of her best friend, 
Lorena, and her first love (first everything), Connor, Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga really what she seemed? Or was there 
more to her sister’s story? And either way, how can Julia even attempt to live up to a seemingly impossible ideal? 

https://www.tales2go.com/audiobook-desktop-player/audio-player.php?fid=10717
https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/search?query=I+Am+Not+Your+Perfect+Mexican+Daughter


 

Long Way Down (Jason Reynolds) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook & Audiobook 
 
A cannon. A strap. 
A piece. A biscuit. 
A burner. A heater. 
A chopper. A gat. 
A hammer 
A tool 
for RULE 
 
Or, you can call it a gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother Shawn was 
just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in 
the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s 
after. Or does he? 
 
As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave Shawn the gun before Will took the gun. Buck 
tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that’s when Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have 
fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn. Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But 
Buck’s in the elevator? 
 
Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead 
Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know her, but she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the 
playground, and Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that fifth floor elevator stop, is, 
what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, MISSES. 
 
And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each stop someone connected to his brother gets 
on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END…if Will gets off that 
elevator. 
 

https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/search?query=Long+Way+Down


 

On The Come Up (Angie Thomas) 
Digital Availability: 
CHS Digital Collection 
OverDrive eBook 
 
Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. Or at least win her first battle. As the daughter of an 
underground hip hop legend who died right before he hit big, Bri’s got massive shoes to fill. 

But it’s hard to get your come up when you’re labeled a hoodlum at school, and your fridge at home is empty after your mom loses her 
job. So Bri pours her anger and frustration into her first song, which goes viral . . . for all the wrong reasons. 

Bri soon finds herself at the center of a controversy, portrayed by the media as more menace than MC. But with an eviction notice 
staring her family down, Bri doesn’t just want to make it—she has to. Even if it means becoming the very thing the public has made her 
out to be.  

 

One of Us Is Lying (Karen M. McManus) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive Audiobook 
 
Pay close attention and you might solve this. 
On Monday afternoon, five students at Bayview High walk into detention. 

Bronwyn, the brain, is Yale-bound and never breaks a rule. 
Addy, the beauty, is the picture-perfect homecoming princess. 
Nate, the criminal, is already on probation for dealing. 
Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball pitcher. 
And Simon, the outcast, is the creator of Bayview High’s notorious gossip app. 

  
Only, Simon never makes it out of that classroom. Before the end of detention Simon's dead. And according to investigators, his death 
wasn’t an accident. On Monday, he died. But on Tuesday, he’d planned to post juicy reveals about all four of his high-profile 
classmates, which makes all four of them suspects in his murder. Or are they the perfect patsies for a killer who’s still on the loose? 
 
Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how far you would go to protect them. 

 

Pan’s Labyrinth (Guillermo del Toro and Cornelia Funke) 
Digital Availability: 
 
Oscar winning writer-director Guillermo del Toro and bestselling author Cornelia Funke have come together to transform del Toro’s hit 
movie Pan’s Labyrinth into an epic and dark fantasy novel for readers of all ages, complete with haunting illustrations and enchanting 
short stories that flesh out the folklore of this fascinating world. 
 
This spellbinding tale takes readers to a sinister, magical, and war-torn world filled with richly drawn characters like trickster fauns, 

https://cheltenham.mackinvia.com/titles?page=1&limit=60&sort=11&keyword=On%20The%20Come%20Up
https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/media/3377153
https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/media/2946614


murderous soldiers, child-eating monsters, courageous rebels, and a long-lost princess hoping to be reunited with her family. 

A brilliant collaboration between masterful storytellers that’s not to be missed. 

 

Pride (Ibi Zoboi) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive Audiobook 
 
Zuri Benitez has pride. Brooklyn pride, family pride, and pride in her Afro-Latino roots. But pride might not be enough to save her 
rapidly gentrifying neighborhood from becoming unrecognizable. 

When the wealthy Darcy family moves in across the street, Zuri wants nothing to do with their two teenage sons, even as her older 
sister, Janae, starts to fall for the charming Ainsley. She especially can’t stand the judgmental and arrogant Darius. Yet as Zuri and 
Darius are forced to find common ground, their initial dislike shifts into an unexpected understanding. 

But with four wild sisters pulling her in different directions, cute boy Warren vying for her attention, and college applications hovering on 
the horizon, Zuri fights to find her place in Bushwick’s changing landscape, or lose it all. 

In a timely update of Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, critically acclaimed author Ibi Zoboi skillfully balances cultural identity, class, 
and gentrification against the heady magic of first love in her vibrant reimagining of this beloved classic. 
 

 

Scythe (Neal Shusterman) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook 
 
A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery: humanity has conquered all those things, and has even conquered death. Now 
Scythes are the only ones who can end life—and they are commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the population under 
control. 
 
Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither wants. These teens must master the “art” of taking life, 
knowing that the consequence of failure could mean losing their own. 
 
Scythe is the first novel of a thrilling new series by National Book Award–winning author Neal Shusterman in which Citra and Rowan 
learn that a perfect world comes only with a heavy price. 

https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/media/3707532
https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/media/2583028


 

Swing (Kwame Alexander and Mary Rand Hess) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook & Audiobook 
 
New York Times bestselling authors Kwame Alexander and Mary Rand Hess (Solo) tell this lyrical story about hope, courage, and love 
that speaks to anyone who’s struggled to find their voice. And the surprise ending shines a spotlight on the issues related to our current 
social divide, challenging perspectives and inspiring everyone to make their voice heard. 

When America is not so beautiful, or right, or just, it can be hard to know what to do. Best friends Walt and Noah decide to use their 
voices to grow more good in the world, but first they’ve got to find cool. 

Walt is convinced junior year is their year, and he has a plan to help them woo the girls of their dreams and become amazing athletes. 
Never mind that he and Noah failed to make the high school baseball team yet again, and Noah’s love interest since third grade, Sam, 
has him firmly in the friend zone. Noah soon finds himself navigating the worlds of jazz, batting cages, the strange advice of Walt’s 
Dairy Queen-employed cousin, as well as Walt’s “Hug Life” mentality. Status quo seems inevitable until Noah stumbles on a stash of 
old love letters. Each page contains the words he’s always wanted to say to Sam, and he begins secretly creating artwork using the 
lines that speak his heart. But when his private artwork becomes public, Noah has a decision to make: continue his life in the dugout 
and possibly lose the girl forever, or take a swing and finally speak out? 

At the same time, numerous American flags are being left around town. While some think it’s a harmless prank and others see it as a 
form of peaceful protest, Noah can’t shake the feeling something bigger is happening to his community. Especially after he witnesses 
events that hint divides and prejudices run deeper than he realized. 

As the personal and social tensions increase around them, Noah and Walt must decide what is really true when it comes to love, 
friendship, sacrifice, and fate. 

 

The Astonishing Color of After (Emily X.R. Pan) 
Digital Availability: 
 
Leigh Chen Sanders is absolutely certain about one thing: When her mother died by suicide, she turned into a bird. 
 
Leigh, who is half Asian and half white, travels to Taiwan to meet her maternal grandparents for the first time. There, she is determined 
to find her mother, the bird. In her search, she winds up chasing after ghosts, uncovering family secrets, and forging a new relationship 
with her grandparents. And as she grieves, she must try to reconcile the fact that on the same day she kissed her best friend and 
longtime secret crush, Axel, her mother was taking her own life. 
 
Alternating between real and magic, past and present, friendship and romance, hope and despair, The Astonishing Color of After is a 
stunning and heartbreaking novel about finding oneself through family history, art, grief, and love. 

https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/search?query=Swing


 

The Boat Rocker (Ha Jin) 
Digital Availability: 
 
New York, 2005. Chinese expatriate Feng Danlin is a fiercely principled reporter at a small news agency whose website is read by 
Chinese all over the world. Danlin’s explosive exposés have made him legendary among readers—and feared by Communist officials. 
But his newest assignment may be his undoing: investigating his ex-wife, Yan Haili, an unscrupulous novelist who has willingly become 
a pawn of the Chinese government in order to realize her dreams of literary stardom. 
  
Haili’s scheme infuriates Danlin both morally and personally—he will do whatever it takes to expose her as a fraud. But in outing Haili, 
he is also provoking her powerful political allies, and he will need to draw on all of his journalistic cunning to come out of this 
investigation with his career—and his life—unscathed. A brilliant, darkly funny story of corruption, integrity, and the power of the pen, 
The Boat Rocker is a tour de force. 

 

The Obstacle Is the Way: The Timeless Art of Turning Trials into Triumph (Ryan Holiday) 
Digital Availability: 
 
Its many fans include a former governor and movie star (Arnold Schwarzenegger), a hip hop icon (LL Cool J), an Irish tennis pro 
(James McGee), an NBC sportscaster (Michele Tafoya), and the coaches and players of winning teams like the New England Patriots, 
Seattle Seahawks, Chicago Cubs, and University of Texas men’s basketball team. 
 
The book draws its inspiration from stoicism, the ancient Greek philosophy of enduring pain or adversity with perseverance and 
resilience. Stoics focus on the things they can control, let go of everything else, and turn every new obstacle into an opportunity to get 
better, stronger, tougher. As Marcus Aurelius put it nearly 2000 years ago: “The impediment to action advances action. What stands in 
the way becomes the way.”  
 
Ryan Holiday shows us how some of the most successful people in history—from John D. Rockefeller to Amelia Earhart to Ulysses S. 
Grant to Steve Jobs—have applied stoicism to overcome difficult or even impossible situations. Their embrace of these principles 
ultimately mattered more than their natural intelligence, talents, or luck. 
 
If you’re feeling frustrated, demoralized, or stuck in a rut, this book can help you turn your problems into your biggest advantages. And 
along the way it will inspire you with dozens of true stories of the greats from every age and era. 

 

The Poet X (Eizabeth Acevedo) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook & Audiobook 
 
Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into curves, she has learned 
to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. 
 
But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting 
the words to herself like prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can 

https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/search?query=The+Poet+X


never know about. 

With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best kept 
to herself. So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how she could ever attend without her mami 
finding out. But she still can’t stop thinking about performing her poems. 

Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent. 

 

The Sun Is Also a Star (Nicola Yoon) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook & Audiobook 
 
Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that will never come true. I’m definitely not the 
kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City street and falls in love with him. Not when my family is twelve hours 
away from being deported to Jamaica. Falling in love with him won’t be my story. 
 
Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to my parents’ high expectations. Never the poet. Or the dreamer. 
But when I see her, I forget about all that. Something about Natasha makes me think that fate has something much more extraordinary 
in store—for both of us. 
 
The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single moment. A million futures lie before us. Which one will come 
true?  
 

 

The Tattooist of Auschwitz (Heather Morris) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook & Audiobook 
 
In April 1942, Lale Sokolov, a Slovakian Jew, is forcibly transported to the concentration camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau. When his 
captors discover that he speaks several languages, he is put to work as a Tätowierer (the German word for tattooist), tasked with 
permanently marking his fellow prisoners. 

Imprisoned for over two and a half years, Lale witnesses horrific atrocities and barbarism—but also incredible acts of bravery and 
compassion. Risking his own life, he uses his privileged position to exchange jewels and money from murdered Jews for food to keep 
his fellow prisoners alive. 

One day in July 1942, Lale, prisoner 32407, comforts a trembling young woman waiting in line to have the number 34902 tattooed onto 
her arm. Her name is Gita, and in that first encounter, Lale vows to somehow survive the camp and marry her. 

A vivid, harrowing, and ultimately hopeful re-creation of Lale Sokolov's experiences as the man who tattooed the arms of thousands of 
prisoners with what would become one of the most potent symbols of the Holocaust, The Tattooist of Auschwitz is also a testament to 
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the endurance of love and humanity under the darkest possible conditions. 

 

The Water Dancer (Ta-Nehisi Coates) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook & Audiobook 
 
Young Hiram Walker was born into bondage. When his mother was sold away, Hiram was robbed of all memory of her—but was gifted 
with a mysterious power. Years later, when Hiram almost drowns in a river, that same power saves his life. This brush with death births 
an urgency in Hiram and a daring scheme: to escape from the only home he’s ever known. 
 
So begins an unexpected journey that takes Hiram from the corrupt grandeur of Virginia’s proud plantations to desperate guerrilla cells 
in the wilderness, from the coffin of the Deep South to dangerously idealistic movements in the North. Even as he’s enlisted in the 
underground war between slavers and the enslaved, Hiram’s resolve to rescue the family he left behind endures. 
 
This is the dramatic story of an atrocity inflicted on generations of women, men, and children—the violent and capricious separation of 
families—and the war they waged to simply make lives with the people they loved. Written by one of today’s most exciting thinkers and 
writers, The Water Dancer is a propulsive, transcendent work that restores the humanity of those from whom everything was stolen. 

 

Trail of Lightning (Rebecca Roanhorse) 
Digital Availability: 
 
Maggie Hoskie is a Dinétah monster hunter, a supernaturally gifted killer. When a small town needs help finding a missing girl, Maggie 
is their last best hope. But what Maggie uncovers about the monster is much more terrifying than anything she could imagine. 
 
Maggie reluctantly enlists the aid of Kai Arviso, an unconventional medicine man, and together they travel the rez, unraveling clues 
from ancient legends, trading favors with tricksters, and battling dark witchcraft in a patchwork world of deteriorating technology. 
 
As Maggie discovers the truth behind the killings, she will have to confront her past if she wants to survive. 
 
Welcome to the Sixth World. 

 

What If It's Us (Becky Albertalli) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook & Audiobook  
 
ARTHUR is only in New York for the summer, but if Broadway has taught him anything, it’s that the universe can deliver a 
showstopping romance when you least expect it. 

BEN thinks the universe needs to mind its business. If the universe had his back, he wouldn’t be on his way to the post office carrying 
a box of his ex-boyfriend’s things. 

https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/search?query=The+Water+Dancer
https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/search?query=What+If+It%27s+Us


But when Arthur and Ben meet-cute at the post office, what exactly does the universe have in store for them . . . ? 

Maybe nothing. After all, they get separated. Maybe everything. After all, they get reunited. 

But what if they can’t nail a first date even after three do-overs? 

What if Arthur tries too hard to make it work and Ben doesn’t try hard enough? What if life really isn’t like a Broadway play? 

But what if it is? What if it’s us? 

 

Will Grayson, Will Grayson (John Green and David Levithan) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook 
 
One cold night, in a most unlikely corner of Chicago, Will Grayson crosses paths with . . . Will Grayson. Two teens with the same 
name, running in two very different circles, suddenly find their lives going in new and unexpected directions, and culminating in epic 
turns-of-heart and the most fabulous musical ever to grace the high school stage. Told in alternating voices from two YA superstars, 
this collaborative novel features a double helping of the heart and humor that have won them both legions of fans. 

 

With the Fire on High (Elizabeth Acevedo) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook & Audiobook 
 
Ever since she got pregnant freshman year, Emoni Santiago’s life has been about making the tough decisions—doing what has to be 
done for her daughter and her abuela. 

The one place she can let all that go is in the kitchen, where she adds a little something magical to everything she cooks, turning her 
food into straight-up goodness. 

Even though she dreams of working as a chef after she graduates, Emoni knows that it’s not worth her time to pursue the impossible. 
Yet despite the rules she thinks she has to play by, once Emoni starts cooking, her only choice is to let her talent break free. 

 
 

Teachers’ Picks 
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Ms. Boyd-Galezewski pick: Akata Witch (Nnedi Okorafor) 
Digital Availability: 
Tales2Go AudioBook 
OverDrive eBook 
 
“I am, generally, a HUGE fan of Nnedi Okorafor.  If you end up loving Akata Witch, then you should 
absolutely read the sequel Akata Warrior, and check out Okorafor’s Binti trilogy!  She’s also done some 
writing for the Black Panther comic books, and is writing a spin-off comic called Shuri.  There’s so much 
to love about this writer!”--Ms. B. 
 
Bonus Availability - Akata Warrior 
Tales2Go AudioBook 
OverDrive eBook 
 
Sunny Nwazue lives in Nigeria, but she was born in New York City. Her features are West African, but she's albino. She's a terrific 
athlete, but can't go out into the sun to play soccer. There seems to be no place where she fits in. And then she discovers 
something amazing—she is a "free agent" with latent magical power. And she has a lot of catching up to do. 
 
Soon she's part of a quartet of magic students, studying the visible and invisible, learning to change reality. But as she’s finding 
her footing, Sunny and her friends are asked by the magical authorities to help track down a career criminal who knows magic, 
too. Will their training be enough to help them combat a threat whose powers greatly outnumber theirs? 
 
World Fantasy Award-winning author Nnedi Okorafor blends magic and adventure to create a lush world. Her writing has been 
called “stunning” by The New York Times and her fans include Neil Gaiman, Rick Riordan, John Green, Ursula K. Le Guin, and 
many more! 

 

Mrs. Canela’s pick: The Poet X (Elizabeth Acevedo) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook & Audiobook 
 
“In her debut novel written in verse, author Elizabeth Acevedo illustrates Xiomara’s (narrator) 
understanding of being Dominican and its impact on her choices as a young woman living in a culture 
within a culture, while also dealing with her mother’s strict religious views. Beautifully written and filled 
with honesty, The Poet X encourages readers to question their own views of others and the world.”  
--Mrs. Canela  
 
Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into curves, she has 
learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. 
 
But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, 

https://www.tales2go.com/audiobook-desktop-player/audio-player.php?fid=9825
https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/media/3924585
https://www.tales2go.com/audiobook-desktop-player/audio-player.php?fid=10309
https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/media/4533027
https://montcolibs.overdrive.com/search?query=The+Poet+X


reciting the words to herself like prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her 
family can never know about. 

With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best 
kept to herself. So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how she could ever attend without 
her mami finding out. But she still can’t stop thinking about performing her poems. 

Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent. 

 

 

Mrs. Dubbs’ pick: Anthem (Ayn Rand) 
Digital Availability: 
Tales2Go Audiobook 
CHS Digital Collection 
CHS Digital Download 
OverDrive eBook & Audiobook 
 
“This novella is a dystopian look at what happens to humans after generations of increasingly invasive 
efforts of population control that strip one’s sense of individuality. This short book packs a quick 
emotional arc that leads to hope.”--Mrs. Dubbs 
 
Do not speak of the Unmentionable Times of the Distant Past. Do not explore the world around you. Do not think of the opposite 
sex until the annual Time of Mating. Do not question the life role the Council of Vocations assigns you. These are all 
transgressions that must be purged from society. 
 
Equality 7-2521 has always considered himself a school, and a scholar should always be in pursuit of the truth. From one 
transgression to the next, Equality 7-2521 first begins to explore the forbidden places, and soon, he finds himself conducting 
science experiments. 

 

Ms. Hogan’s pick: American Street (Ibi Zoboi) 
 
“I was captivated by the opening chapter of American Street, so I decided to read a section aloud to my 
9th graders as a book talk.  As a result, the book was “checked out” immediately by one of my students. 
Once it was returned it was grabbed by another student, and it is still making its way around our 
community of readers. Since I can’t get my hands on it, I’ve actually yet to finish reading it!  But, I haven’t 
forgotten about Fabiola, and I’m waiting patiently for my turn to discover all about her new life in America. 
Most of the students who read American Street choose to read Zoboi’s novel Pride, too, and I can’t think 
of a better endorsement than that.” --Ms. Hogan  
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On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola Toussaint thought she would finally find une belle vie—a good life. 

But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Fabiola’s mother is detained by U.S. immigration, leaving Fabiola to navigate her loud 
American cousins, Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the grittiness of Detroit’s west side; a new school; and a surprising romance, all 
on her own. 

Just as she finds her footing in this strange new world, a dangerous proposition presents itself, and Fabiola soon realizes that 
freedom comes at a cost. Trapped at the crossroads of an impossible choice, will she pay the price for the American dream? 
 

 

Ms. Keiser’s pick: Just Mercy (Bryan Stevenson) 
Digital Availability: 
CHS Digital Collection 
OverDrive eBook 
BONUS: 
Stream the movie for FREE! 
 
“Just Mercy makes my students say, ‘What steps can we take to have a just world? What can we DO?’ 
Hands down one of the most popular books in my classroom. Stevenson blends his legal expertise with a 
sharp and skilled writing style that pulls the reader into his mission of equality and justice. If you’ve seen 
the movie, now it’s time to read the book.” --Ms. Keiser 
 
Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending those 
most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children trapped in the farthest reaches of our 
criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious 
murder he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal 
brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever. 
 
Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving window into the 
lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion in the pursuit of true justice. 
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Ms. Lazer’s Pick: The Parable of the Sower (Octavia Butler) 
Digital Availability: 
Tales2Go Audiobook 
 
“Octavia Butler is a giant in the world of Science Fiction, and if you enjoy the genre, this is a great book to 
dive into. Its themes of environmental justice, classism, racism, and survival make it particularly relevant 
to today’s world, and Lauren Olamina is a protagonist you really want to root for.” -- Ms. Lazer 
 
When global climate change and economic crises lead to social chaos in the early 2020s, California becomes full of dangers, from 
pervasive water shortage to masses of vagabonds who will do anything to live to see another day. Fifteen-year-old Lauren 
Olamina lives inside a gated community with her preacher father, family, and neighbors, sheltered from the surrounding anarchy. 
In a society where any vulnerability is a risk, she suffers from hyperempathy, a debilitating sensitivity to others' emotions. 
 
Precocious and clear-eyed, Lauren must make her voice heard in order to protect her loved ones from the imminent disasters her 
small community stubbornly ignores. But what begins as a fight for survival soon leads to something much more: the birth of a new 
faith . . . and a startling vision of human destiny. 

 

Mrs. Manser’s Pick: The Tattooist of Auschwitz (Heather Morris) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook & Audiobook 
 

“An historical fiction novel based on the real-life story of Lale Sokolov, The Tattooist of Auschwitz is an 
atypical Holocaust story, focusing on one man’s quest for love and survival as the tätowierer of 
Auschwitz  (the man charged with inking numbers into the arms of fellow Jews as they entered into 
Auschwitz).  His position gives him privilege, and he uses that privilege in unimaginable ways.  Sokolov 
kept his story a secret for 50 years, fearing he would be viewed as a Nazi collaborator, and I can see why 
he had those concerns.  As a Jew, myself, many times, I found myself disgusted with Sokolov’s actions, 
but his story of survival needs to be told.  The incomprehensible relationships he develops with some of 
the Nazi guards prompt us to question our own morality and what we, too, would do in a situation where 
befriending the enemy could protect our own.”--Mrs. Manser 
 
In April 1942, Lale Sokolov, a Slovakian Jew, is forcibly transported to the concentration camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau. When his 
captors discover that he speaks several languages, he is put to work as a Tätowierer (the German word for tattooist), tasked with 
permanently marking his fellow prisoners. 

Imprisoned for over two and a half years, Lale witnesses horrific atrocities and barbarism—but also incredible acts of bravery and 
compassion. Risking his own life, he uses his privileged position to exchange jewels and money from murdered Jews for food to 
keep his fellow prisoners alive. 

One day in July 1942, Lale, prisoner 32407, comforts a trembling young woman waiting in line to have the number 34902 tattooed 
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onto her arm. Her name is Gita, and in that first encounter, Lale vows to somehow survive the camp and marry her. 

A vivid, harrowing, and ultimately hopeful re-creation of Lale Sokolov's experiences as the man who tattooed the arms of 
thousands of prisoners with what would become one of the most potent symbols of the Holocaust, The Tattooist of Auschwitz is 
also a testament to the endurance of love and humanity under the darkest possible conditions. 

 

Ms. Matrisciano’s pick: We Inherit What the Fires Left (poetry) (William Evans) 
Digital Availability: 
 
“I selected this work because 1) many of my students have little exposure to poetry and 2) Evans’ voice 
echoes the struggles that many minorities experience as they try to “move up” in a world that does not 
accept them.  As both a parent and a minority, I can relate to Evans’ perspective.”--Ms. Matrisciano  
 
In We Inherit What the Fires Left, award-winning poet William Evans embarks on a powerful new collection that explores the lived 
experience of race in the American suburbs and what dreams and injuries are passed from generation to generation. Fall under 
the spell of Evans’s boldly intimate, wise, and emotionally candid voice in these urgent, electrifying poems. 
 
This eloquent collection explores not only what these inheritances are composed of, but what price the bearer must pay for such 
legacies, and the costly tolls exacted on both body and spirit. Evans writes searingly from the perspective of the marginalized, 
delivering an unflinching examination of what it is like to be a black man raising a daughter in predominantly white spaces, and the 
struggle to build a home and a future while carrying the weight of the past. 
 
However, in beautiful and quiet scenes of domesticity with his daughter or in thoughtful reflection within himself, Evans offers 
words of hope to readers, proving that resilience can ultimately bloom even in the face of prejudice. Readers of Ta-Nehisi Coates 
and Hanif Abdurraqib will find a brilliant, fresh new talent to add to their lists in William Evans. 
 

 

Mr. Smith’s Pick: Rich Dad, Poor Dad (Robert Kiyosaki) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive eBook 
 
“I think financial independence is another form of freedom. Rich Dad Poor Dad warns readers against 
certain money mistakes that can trap you- and other financial decisions that can put you in a position to 
live your own life. Told with funny stories and easy-to-understand examples...I wish I read this book in 
high school.” -Mr. Smith 
 
Rich Dad, Poor Dad is about Robert Kiyosaki and his two dads—his real father (“poor dad”) and the father of his best friend (“rich 
dad”)—and the ways in which both men shaped his thoughts about money and investing. Rich Dad Poor Dad advocates the 
importance of financial literacy (financial education), financial independence and building wealth through investing in assets, real 
estate investing, starting and owning businesses, as well as increasing one's financial intelligence (financial IQ) to improve one's 
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business and financial aptitude. 

 

Mrs. Somerville’s Pick: Song of Solomon (Toni Morrison) 
Digital Availability: 
OverDrive Book, Audible 
 
“What’s not to love about a story with a character named Milkman? What’s not to love about a book 
written by a Pulitizer-prize winning American novelist? Toni Morrison weaves pure magic and incredible 
lushness in this wonder of a story, Song of Solomon, which is so deeply about love, hope, loss—about 
belonging. I selected this book because it is fascinating to read a book where Black folks are free, 
“flying,” and altogether self-determining and beautiful.” - Mrs. Somerville 
 
Synopsis: “Milkman Dead was born shortly after a neighborhood eccentric hurled himself off a rooftop in a vain attempt at flight. 
For the rest of his life he, too, will be trying to fly. With this brilliantly imagined novel, Toni Morrison transfigures the coming-of-age 
story as audaciously as Saul Bellow or Gabriel García Márquez. As she follows Milkman from his rustbelt city to the place of his 
family’s origins, Morrison introduces an entire cast of strivers and seeresses, liars and assassins, the inhabitants of a fully realized 
black world.” - Amazon 
 
Favorite Quotes from The Text: “You can't own a human being. You can't lose what you don't own. Suppose you did own him. 
Could you really love somebody who was absolutely nobody without you? You really want somebody like that? Somebody who 
falls apart when you walk out the door? You don't, do you? And neither does he. You're turning over your whole life to him. Your 
whole life, girl. And if it means so little to you that you can just give it away, hand it to him, then why should it mean any more to 
him? He can't value you more than you value yourself.” 
 
“Now he knew why he loved her so. Without ever leaving the ground, she could fly. 'There must be another one like you,' he 
whispered to her. 'There's got to be at least one more woman like you.”  
 
“If you surrendered to the air, you could ride it.” 
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